Oncogenes and antioncogenes in lung tumorigenesis.
The role of oncogenes and antioncogenes in lung tumorigenesis is discussed in this review, with particular emphasis on their prognostic significance. Mutations in the ras family of oncogenes, overexpression of the myc and neu families of oncogenes, and mutations of p53, the recessive tumor suppressor gene, occur with differing frequencies in small cell lung cancer and non-small cell lung cancer, and are usually associated with a poor prognosis. Loss of heterozygosity, notably on chromosomes 3p, 5q, 9p, 13q, and 17p, is a common feature in lung carcinomas and its importance is also discussed.